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March News 
By Jennifer Tousignant, Principal 
--------------------------------------------- 

 
March Madness is not only about 
basketball!  March marks the start 
to an extraordinarily busy season 
in an elementary school.  I have 
highlighted some of the many 
upcoming events below! 
 
This Friday, March 3rd, we will 
have our PTO Family night 
beginning at 6:00 with ice cream in 
the cafeteria and then Bingo in our 
gym.  We hope you can join us! 
 
On Tuesday, March 7th we will 
have a PTO meeting.  All are 
welcome to attend! 
 
We have an early dismissal on 
Thursday, March 9th and no 
school for students on Friday, 
March 10th for professional 
development for teachers. 
 
On March 9th we have a Board of 
Education meeting at 7:00 in the 
Media Center. 
 
Trimester two ends on March 14th 
with report cards going home on 
March 20th.  
 
We look forward to seeing you 
during Parent-Teacher 
conferences on Thursday, March 
23 and Friday, March 24th, both 
early dismissal days.  During your  
conference time, your child’s 
teacher will have optional “Student  

Information Forms” available 
should you wish to complete one  
on behalf of your  child.  The input 
forms are considered when 
creating classes for next year, 
however with declining enrollment 
and fewer sections at particular 
grade levels it may be impossible 
to meet all specific parental 
requests.  Our staff works 
diligently in taking each student’s 
individual strengths and needs 
into consideration when creating 
balanced classes with the future 
success of all students at the 
forefront of this most important 
decision making process.  We 
strive to achieve an equitable 
number of children per classroom, 
an overall class “chemistry” which 
enhances learning creating a 
positive classroom culture and 
dynamic within the class, and an 
academically balanced classroom 
where the cross pollination of 
thoughts and ideas can naturally 
occur within the learning 
environment.  Should you choose 
to complete a Student Information 
Form, please return it to your 
child’s teacher by Monday, April 
3rd. 
 
Finally we end March with our 
Kindergarten Orientation on 
Wednesday, March 29th.  For  
those wishing to go on a tour of 
EES, please arrive at 6:00.  Our 
Orientation event will officially 
begin at 6:30 in our beautifully 
renovated Media Center. 
 
 

Looking ahead to April, Staff, 
Teachers, and Students are 
preparing for our first annual“Night 
of the Arts on April 27th where we 
will celebrate the 
accomplishments of our artists 
during the Art Show which will 
begin a 5:00, the 5th grade Hat 
Show beginning at 5:30 and our 
Spring Concert to start at 6:30.  
 
Thank you for sharing your 
wonderful children with us and 
here’s to a successful month of 
March Madness! 
 
 
 
A REMINDER FROM EES PTO 
Our 2017 Spring Fundraiser is 
here!  Square 1 Art!  You can order 
online using the online access 
code on your order form or, if you 
choose, send a check along with 
your form to EES by March 10th. 
Be sure to make checks payable 
to Square 1 Art.  ALL ORIGINAL 
ART STAYS HOME!! 
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Be a Positive Role Model for 
Reading 
Mrs.Doxsee, Mrs. Roussel, Mrs. Uzzo 

As their children’s first teachers and role 
models, parents strive to provide 
consistent, positive examples for their 
children.  Your involvement and support as 
a parent can influence your child’s attitudes 
and his or her interest and achievement in 
reading and writing.  Here are some 
suggestions of ways in which you can 
actively demonstrate your own interest in 
reading and writing:  

● Talk regularly with your child about 
things you have read in 
newspapers, magazines and books. 
Ask your child what he or she has 
been reading. 

● Show that you read for a variety of 
purposes.  Read newspaper articles 
to keep informed about world 
issues.  Read advertisements to 
compare different brands and 
prices.  Check movie listings to 
decide on the weekend’s 
entertainment.  Look at sports 
scores to keep track of your favorite 
teams.  Read the comics for 
enjoyment. 

● Show that you use writing for a 
variety of purposes.  Write a grocery 
list with your child.  Write notes with 
your child when comparing items 
from different stores – for example, 
notes on the measurement and 
colors of specific items.  Write a 
letter to the editor of your local 
newspaper on a topic you feel 
strongly about, or a letter of 
complaint to a manufacturer whose 
product is unsatisfactory. 

First Grade News 
Reading  
This month first grade students will continue utilizing the reading 
comprehension strategy of visualizing, helping them better 
understand and remember stories. Students will be asked to both 
draw and write about what they visualized while reading or listening 
to text. They will also learn how to refer back to the book to identify 
what words in the text helped them to form this mental image. 
Conversely, students begin to see that writers make specific word 
choices to help their readers visualize.  
 

Writing 
This month students are wrapping up their work on nonfiction writing 
by transitioning from topics that they are already familiar with to 
students using various sources to research and take notes about a 
topic. Students will then be using their notes to create a nonfiction 
book that includes several main ideas with supporting details as well 
as a variety of nonfiction text features. 
 

Math 
In math students will be working on a unit involving data analysis. 
The first graders always enjoy this unit as they get to develop their 
own survey questions, collect data from classmates, and represent 
their data through pictures, numbers, and words to share with the 
class. During this unit students also describe and sort collections of 
objects according to specific attributes. They then make 
representations that show how the objects are sorted.  
 

Science 
In our science unit called Fish Lengths and Animal Jumps students 
continue to measure with a variety of non-standard units and are 
investigating the idea that different-sized units result in different 
measurements. They are also working on comparison story 
problems, telling time to the hour and half hour, and investigating 
fractions (halves and fourths).  
 

Strategic Plan 
Our school strategic planning process is underway.  To support the 
process first graders will focus on the following high leverage skills to 
support higher order thinking: 
* Learners incorporate a variety of resources including digital 
resources to support communication, solve problems, and engage in 
inquiry as pathways to support the construction of new learning. 
*Learners use digital resources and tools to extend learning beyond 
the course content and support their own personalized learning 
experiences. 
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GRADE 3 MARCH  
 
Solids, Liquids and Gas - Exploring and Classifying Matter 
Students have been learning different stages of the scientific process and have been working with the different 
states of matter. We welcomed back Elaine Blanck to help us understand how molecules move and act when 
in different states in matter and exposed to certain stimuli. Check out our pictures from some of our interactive 
science activities.  
 

 
 
 
A Visit from Bushy Hill: The Science of Tree Tapping 
Students are learning more about how liquid changes states when introduced to 
heat. They will be learning how to tap trees, collect and measure sap, and will see it 
transform into syrup. Students will interactively explore liquid measurement during 
our onsite field trip at Bushy Hill in the Spring.  
 
Language Arts- Fairy Tales, Fables, Myths, Legends and Tall Tales 
Once upon a time… specific language is one element we will be looking into when 
we delve into our Traditional Literature reading and writing units. While reading fairy 
tales, tall tales, legends, fables, and myths students will be analyzing structure, word 
choice, and elements that these genres have in common as well as what makes each 
type of story different. Our writing unit will require students to create their very own fractured fairy tale that 
encompasses specific elements of the genre. Have you ever heard of “The 3 Little worms and the Big Bad 
Fish?” or “Cinderfella?” or even “Snow Blue and the 7 Dragons?” Students will be creating some imaginative 
stories by adapting different parts of traditional Fairy Tales! 
 
Interim Assessment Blocks for SBAC 
You may hear your children mention something called an IAB. These quick checkpoints will help us gather 
more information on specific math and language arts claims and targets that align with common core 
standards. These are computer based assessments that are done right in class and are used to help teachers 
make critical decisions in the implementation of standards. They also give the students some experience with 
manipulating digital assessment tools.  
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Upcoming in Math: Measurement, Fractions and Telling Time 
We are excited to start a new unit! We will begin with measurement concepts and skills. Students will be able 
to tell time to the minute and solve elapsed time problems. A major focus will be on fractions, including building 
models, comparing, and investigating the relationships among unit and common fractions. A short project at 
the end of the unit will bring it all together, as students measure lengths to fractions of an inch and display 
measurement data on line plots.  
 

Read Across America 2017 
This year, we combined our Read Across America celebration with Go Big With 
Kindness Week. On Thursday, March 2, students and staff dressed as a Dr. 
Seuss character who exhibits kindness or wore red, white, and black in honor of 
Dr. Seuss. Luckily, Dr. Seuss’s messages in his many stories match up perfectly 
with a focus on kindness!  

 
Have you ever wondered why 
schools across the country 
celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday each year? Here’s a little 
history of Theodor Seuss Geisel…  Theodor was born in 
1904 to a family of German immigrants who lived in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. As a child he was often teased 
because his family had a German name and spoke 
German as well as English. He would spend a lot time at 
the Springfield Zoo looking at the animals, reading comics, 
and doodling. He loved to draw, but his art was unique with 
lots of imaginary animals, and an art teacher once told him 
he’d never be successful as an artist. He went on to 

Dartmouth College where he was known as a prankster and was voted “Least Likely to Succeed.” While 
studying at Oxford University after college, he realized what he really loved to do was draw animals and write 
verse. He left school and decided to try to make a living doodling. He went on to publish more than 60 books, 
many of them some of the best-selling children’s books of 
all time. His books contain the fantastical beasts he 
began drawing as a child as well as strong moral 
messages about kindness and injustice stemming from 
his experience being ostracized and teased as a child. He 
also caused a shift in children’s literature with the use of 
imagination and humor to inspire kids to read! 
 
So enjoy a Dr. Seuss book with your child this month. Or 
plan a summer trip to the Dr. Seuss sculpture garden and 
the new Dr. Seuss Museum that will be opening in 
Springfield in June. 
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Entrepreneurship/Makerspace Club 
 
The students in our 6-week, after-school Entrepreneurship Club have 
been hard at work designing and test printing the products they will be 
selling at the 2017 Harvest Festival. Students began by working in small 
groups to come up with a concept for an item to be produced using our 
two new 3-D printers. The group then split into two - the design team and 
the advertising team. The design team learned to use TinkerCad, an 
online design software program, and worked to bring the concept to life. 
The advertising team developed posters and videos to promote the 

product. The students have been impressive with their collaborative focus, creative ideas, and ability to quickly 
learn the design process!  
 

 

 
 
Thank you to the Essex Elementary Foundation for sponsoring this amazing opportunity for our students! 
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           ¡Hola amigos! !Feliz marzo! (Happy March!)  
  
                                 by Señora Valencia, FLES teacher 

 
The Spanish program is an integral part of Region 4's 5-Year Strategic Planning Process, providing students                
with unique opportunities to develop higher order thinking skills while learning a foreign language. 

 
This trimester, 6th graders wrote autobiographies in Spanish using vocabulary they           
have accumulated from previous years. By challenging students to use words they            
learned in one context and applying them to another, this exercise forces students to              
use higher level critical thinking. Our 6th graders had an opportunity to write about their               
favorite things and activities including colors, animals, foods, sports, instruments, and           
what they would like to be when they grow up. Students will share their Spanish               
autobiographies in the coming weeks. 
 
Students in 5th grade have been applying their critical         
thinking skills by using adjectives to describe everyone        

in their family and each family member’s favorite activity. These exercises           
encourage them to use new and old vocabulary, while providing an           
opportunity to practice describing themselves in a hypothetical real-world         
scenario. When you go to the next teacher conference, make sure you check             
out the fantastic projects displayed on the walls! 

 
Students in 4th grade are learning all about clothing. They are able to classify              
items of clothing according to season and type of weather. Many students have             
been creating slideshows with images and vocabulary in Spanish that reinforce           
their understanding of the different forms of each color (feminine, masculine,           
singular, plural) when describing clothing. These exercises also provide an          
opportunity for students who understood the concept       
clearly to help their peers.  
 
One proven method of encouraging higher-order thinking       

skills is to model what happens in real life as much as possible. Students in the 3rd                 
grade are roleplaying ordering food in Spanish. They practice conversations that           
include greetings and farewells, requesting food, and using good manners vocabulary           
in Spanish. They are doing a fantastic job! 
 
Students in 2nd grade are learning animal names in Spanish. They read a Spanish version of the “Brown Bear                   
Book”, which allowed them to compare a book they love in English.  
 
1st graders are able to count up to 20, sing the days of the week song, identify and name the colors in Spanish                       
and  say basic greetings using puppets. 
 
All students in 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th grade have a Spanish Google Classroom. I post new vocabulary and add                    
links to songs and games that I create to help students learn in a fun way. When students have a test, they can                       
find study guides for the quiz and a “Rags to Riches” game (they can go up to $1,000,000) that will help them                      
study for tests.  
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