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May News 
By Jennifer Tousignant, Principal 

---------------------------------------------- 
Happy May!  It is very difficult to believe that this is the final full month 
of our 2017-18 school year!  Time certainly does fly by while you’re 
having fun!  We have had an amazingly successful year thus far and 
we are in the home stretch!  It is not uncommon for the children to get 
a touch of “spring fever” this time of year but you can help us by 
reminding your child that school is still in session and that they must 
continue to follow all of our school and bus rules in addition to doing 
their homework and going to bed at an early hour.  Please encourage 
your child to do his/her best in our final weeks of school. All of this 
supports our end of year efforts to provide your child with a 
successful end to the school year!  
 
As we approach the end of the year, please check your lunch account 
balances.  Payment in full prior to the end of the school year is very 
much appreciated!  
 
If your child has lost anything over the course of the school year, 
please visit our Lost and Found to retrieve items left behind.  Anything 
unclaimed by the last day of school will be donated. 
 
Our PTO sponsored Buy One, Get One Book Fair originally 
scheduled for June 1st and 2nd has been bumped up to Tuesday, 
May 23 and Wednesday, May 24.  This is a fantastic opportunity to 
stock up on highly engaging summer reading materials so your child 
doesn’t experience “summer slide”.  Research shows that students 
who read regularly over the summer are better able to maintain their 
reading abilities over the summer than those who do not read. 
Please encourage your child to read over the summer!  If they do, 
they will be in a much better place entering the next grade on August 
30th!  
 
Happy Mother’s Day to all the special ladies in our students’ lives! 
We appreciate all you do to support our educational efforts here at 
school! 
 
Warmest Regards,  
Jennifer Tousignant 

 Upcoming Events 
Wednesday, May 3rd:  PTO sponsored 
Staff Appreciation Luncheon 
Friday, May 5th:  Arbor Day Tree 
Planting- Grade 3 
Wednesday, May 10th:  Cultural Arts: 
Essex Winter Series ~ Argus Quartet in 
the cafeteria 
Grades 4-6 at 1:30 
Grades K-3 at 2:15 
Thursday, May 11th:  BOE Meeting 
Thursday, May 18:  5th grade to 
Sturbridge Village 
May 23 and 24:  BOGO Book Fair 
Friday, May 26th: 
Memorial Day Ceremony at 9:00 at EES 
Early Dismissal for Students 
Monday, May 29th:  Town of Essex 
Annual Memorial Day Parade at 9:00 
NO School 
Tuesday, May 30th:  NO School for 
Students; Teacher Professional 
Development 
 
2016- 2017 TESTING WINDOWS 
Smarter Balanced Summative 
Assessment (Grades 3-6)  

 May 1 – May 12, 2017 
    Make-ups 

May 15 – June 1, 2017 if needed 
 
Spring MAP Testing (Grades 2-6)  
May 15-May 19 
Make-ups ~May 22 - 25 if needed 
 
Grade 5 NGSS Pilot - May 23rd at 8:45  
-------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Please read the  
Class Placement article 

below! 
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The Essex Elementary School Annual Flag Raising Ceremony will take place 
on Friday, May 26th at 9 AM on the front green.    

 
Our Flag Raising ceremony is a very special event here at Essex Elementary School. 
We come together as a school community to give meaning and significance to a day 
that deserves our understanding and reverence as well as honor our fallen soldiers 

and our veterans. 
 

All local servicemen or women and veterans are invited to join us as our special 
guests.  If you or a family member is currently serving or has served our country in the 
past, please consider joining us.  Please let us know that you will be joining us by 

contacting Barbara Wilcox by phone, 860-767-8215, or by email, 
bwilcox@reg4.k12.ct.us. 
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Six Ways to Encourage Reading at Home 
Mrs. Doxsee, Mrs. Roussel, Mrs. Uzzo 

1.    Let your kids see you reading 
Our children are our shadows, our mimickers.  Let 

them see mom and dad reading often.  Talk to them about 
the books you are reading.  Tell them why you read.  As 
parents, we create our children’s normal.  If they see mom 
and dad reading daily, they will believe that reading every 
day is a normal way of living life. 
 
      2.   Read to them 

We read books every night before bed from the 
time they were babies.  We read during our school day 
and listen to audiobooks when we are in the car.  We 
teach them to read first by exposure more than direct 
instruction.  Read to them every day.  Read books you 
love and they love.  Your consistency and enthusiasm will 
pay off.  
 
       3.  Go to the library 

The library is a magical place.  Being surrounded 
by so many beautiful books - drinking in the sights and 
smells and possibilities - fills us with wonder and reignites 
our desire to read and discover.  Take them to the library. 
Let them pick out books to bring home.  Get them a library 
card.  Yes, it may take them a while to learn to be quiet 
but they will learn and it will be worth it! 
 
        4.  Make books readily available to them 

Provide them with books they love and enjoy 
(especially while they are learning how to read).  Find a 
series they love and let them just read that series for a 
while.  Remember that your first goal is to teach them to 
love to read.  As they get older that can become a great 
foundation for their required reading as well. 
 
        5.  Let them take books to bed 

Some kids ask to take a toy or iPod to bed. 
Continually steer them back to books.  Let them discover 
the joy of ending their day with a book.  The sight of them 
settled in bed with a book will fill your heart. 
 
         6.  Lastly, make time for reading 

It is easy to over schedule.  It is easy to spend 
countless hours on screens.  Slow down enough and turn 
the screens off long enough to make space for reading.  If 
your child says they are bored, help them find a book. 

  First Grade News 
 
   Caterpillars have arrived in the first 
grade classes! As part of our science 
unit on life cycles, students will be 
observing their caterpillars as they 
shed their skin, transform into a 
chrysalis and then finally emerge as a 
beautiful Painted Lady butterfly.  The 
students will build understanding of the 
different stages of a butterfly’s life as 
well as recognize the needs of all living 
creatures.  Children will have the 
opportunity to gain skills in observing, 
describing and recording observations 
as they watch the changes in the 
caterpillars.  This is such a valuable, 
hands-on learning experience that we 
look forward to each spring!  
 

Reading in 5th Grade 
 

We are very excited to begin our 
Biography unit! We began by looking at 
how an author’s point of view can 
change our perspective of an event. 
This understanding led us to believe 
that we need to search through 
multiple sources in order to truly 
understand a person’s life. Students 
are choosing an interesting person to 
research using a variety of sources; 
such as print, video, and digital media. 
As a culminating project, each student 
will choose to conduct either an 
interview or presentation to accompany 
their written demonstration of 
expertise. 
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May 1-7 is National Screen-Free Week! This is a time to make an effort to unplug from the digital devices that 
have become such a big part of our lives. Your family may decide to go totally screen free for the week, or you 
may just want to reduce screen time in your house. Here are some ideas of things you can do instead of 
playing video games, watching movies, or using social media… 
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You may also want to attend a screening of the documentary Screenagers: 
Growing Up in the Digital Age at John Winthrop Middle School on May 8 at 6:00 

pm. Tri-Town Youth Services is hosting this event. 
 
 

 
 
Library Books 
 
The last day to check out library books will be Friday, June 2. All library 
books will be due on Friday, June 9. Now is a good time to search for any 
missing library books and return them to the library media center to avoid 
the last minute scramble to return all books. Overdue notices have gone 
home for any long overdue materials. If you have any questions, feel free 
to contact Mrs. Mitchill at rmitchill@reg4.k12.ct.us or at 860-767-8215, 
x5127. Thank you! 

 
 
App Smashing in the Library Media Center  
 
 
 
Ask any second grader at EES what App Smashing is and they’ll be happy to tell you… 
 
“To take one app’s work and put it into another app and make it more cool.” - Sara D. 
 
“It means you put something from an app into another app.” - Owen M. 
 
In learning about how we organize nonfiction books in the library media center, students worked in 
small groups to choose one of the hundreds sections of the Dewey Decimal System and explore the 
books on the shelves to figure out what topics belong in that area. They then made a word cloud 
using the app Word Cloud by ABCYA. Next, they imported their word cloud into the app PicCollage 
Kids and added pictures, their names, and a background. The groups then presented their posters so 
the other students could learn about that hundreds section of the Dewey Decimal System. They 
developed a number of digital literacy skills - formatting fonts and backgrounds, importing and 
exporting, and resizing and ordering pictures. Here are a few examples. You can see the rest of the 
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App-Smashed Dewey Decimal Projects on the EES Library Media Center webpage under Student 
Work. 
 

 
 News from the Collaborative Preschool 

In preschool the children have used Martin Waddell’s “The Pig In The Pond” as their anchor book to focus on 
farm animals, farm work and foods that farms provide for us. They have drawn their dream farms, learned the 
names of farm babies and parents and counted a LOT of pigs. Additionally, they painted a box to make a big 
red barn and role played being farm animals. 

 
The pre-kindergarten classrooms have focused on the letters y, e, j and more recently, t. Each week students 
have participated in activities providing varied memories to help retain each letter’s sound and formation. They 
documented the fun in their Alphabet Memory books. During “y” week the students made their own yachts and 
raced them. In “j” week we had a “jammy day” and students wrote about their own jammies. During “e” week 
students removed their shoes and socks in order to walk across multiple cartons of eggs without the eggs 
breaking.  
Prekindergarten parents are cordially invited to attend the Young Athlete’s Culmination Ceremony on 
Thursday, May 25th 12:30-1:30 on the front lawn at EES or in the gym if it rains.  
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Art Room News 
By Gary Stevens, Art Educator 

 
The student artists of Essex Elementary School would like to thank all 
of our family and friends who attended our first ever Evening of the 
Arts on April 27th.  We were proud to showcase an example of some 
of our very best work and hope that you enjoyed seeing the fruits of 
our creative labor. 

 
Kindergartens presented their Art Book at the art show.  This book contained a 
collection of drawings and paintings that have been done throughout the year. 
Bound together as a book, you can really see the growth we have undergone as 
artists, and the concepts we have learned such as line, color, and texture.  To 
finish the year off in art, we will be taking a look at symmetry and multimedia 
artwork. 
 
First Graders exhibited two three-dimensional pieces 
in the art show.  First, we displayed our first ever 
pottery project, Pinch Pots.  Using earthenware clay, 
we pinched and pulled bowls, cups, and plates out 

of the clay before it was baked.  We then painted our pottery in glaze to give a 
splash of color and a smooth protective surface to our projects.  The second 
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piece we presented was a paper sculpture spring bouquet.  By rolling, folding, and cutting construction paper, 
we each created a unique bouquet of flowers to help celebrate the season changing.  First graders will be 
finishing their year in art by creating elaborate storybook dioramas, as well as a jewelry designing project. 

 
Second Graders also presented their pinch pottery at the art show, but this year we 
advanced our skill level.  By expanding upon what we remembered about our introduction 
to pinch pottery in first grade, this year we were able to take a basic pinch pot design and 
add functional flairs such as pedestals, handles, and spouts.  We also learned about the 
author and artist Eric Carle, and his unique collage based illustrations he uses in his 
books.  Using The Artists Who Painted a Blue Horse as our inspiration, and Carle’s paper 
making strategy as a guide, we each created our own page of the book.  As the year 
comes to a close, second graders will be making paper masks, as well as a bead making 
project. 
 

Third Graders also displayed pottery at the Art Show, although instead of Pinch 
Pots we presented our first ever Coil Pot.  To make these towering vessels, we 
first started with a base and added the walls one layer at a time.  As the coils of 
clay piled upon each other, our pottery was born!  Once they were baked, we 
glazed our pottery for color and protection.  The other project we exhibited were 
our monochromatic paintings.  In this project, we learned all about the values of 
color, and used tints, shades, and hues to create an interesting pattern.  Then, 
even though monochromatic means “one color”, we learned about 
complementary colors and created an opposite version of our first painting.  Once 
both paintings were done, we cut them apart, and mounted them together as a finished piece.  To finish their 
year in art, third graders will be looking at the glass artist Dale Chihuly, and creatings window art in his unique 
and famous style. 
 

The fourth grade projects displayed at the art show demonstrate some 
of the more advanced technical skills we have learned this year.  Our 3D 
Block Letter projects used an advanced technique for depicting distance 
in art called One Point Perspective.  By connecting each of our block 
letters to a single vanishing point, we created the illusion that the words 
were bursting from the page.  Our second project on display is an 
intricate double drawing.  By carefully measuring, cutting, gluing, and 
folding two projects together, we were able to create a piece of artwork 
that changes depending on how you look at it. This process wasn’t easy, 
but we think you’ll agree the hard work was worth it!  Fourth graders are 

currently finishing their pottery project, and once it is done, we will move on to hand-made tessellations, or 
infinitely repeating patterns. 
 
Fifth Graders had a big night at the art show as we 
hosted the annual Hat Show!  During this time, each fifth 
grade student wore and displayed the animal themed 
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hat we have been working on.  Throughout this project we learned how to take a two dimensional concept and 
turn it into a three dimensional sculpture.  Not only were the hats impressive in their own right, but each one 
was completely wearable by the artist.  Also on display were our Keith Haring inspired movement pieces. 
These drawings were made from a collection of figure drawings that we created by drawing each other.  Each 
of us got to feel what it’s like to be an artist’s model during this project!  Now that our giant hat project is over, 
fifth graders will be creating some drape pottery before ending the year with chalk pastel color blending. 

 
Right at the center of the entire show, sixth graders exhibited what 
they have worked so hard on.  We turned the main display case into 
an ancient egyptian tomb!  Throughout the year we have learned 
much in terms of the art and culture of ancient egyptians, especially 
when it comes to the mummification and burial process.  Using what 
we learned, we each made a custom sarcophagus with clay, plaster, 
paint, gems, hieroglyphics, and even an egg carton.  And just like 
the ancient egyptians, we left our pharaohs a gift, our custom 
designed, hand made glass bowls.  We learned how glass fuses 
and slumps at different temperatures, and how you can manipulate 
this into beautiful vessels.  Currently, sixth graders are working on 

acrylic reproductions of famous masterpieces on stretched canvas.  These will be displayed before the end of 
the year, so make sure you get a chance to see them! 
 
Now that the art show has passed and the year is winding down, expect to see many of pieces of art coming 
home with your student artist.  Every year we hold on to much if not all of our art so that we have a large 
selection to pick from for the art show.  Now that the display pieces are mounted and hung, everything else will 
start to come home.  Art show pieces will stay displayed a little longer, but they will also be returned by the end 
of the year. 
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FROM THE EES HEALTH OFFICE 

Parents and guardians of fifth graders, the students will be viewing the puberty DVD on Friday, May 
12th at the end of the school day. This is the perfect opportunity to ask questions about what was 
viewed and open the door to valuable discussion. 
 
I will begin hearing screenings on students in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th grade Monday, April 24th. 
Because of the limited time of opportunity on a daily basis, it does take several weeks to complete the 
screening. Parents/guardians are notified of the results only if a referral is made - no news is good 
news!! 
 
It is an Essex Board of Education policy that all 2nd and 5th graders are required to have an updated 
health physical on file in the Health Office. If your child has had a physical this past year and it has 
not been submitted to the Health Office, please do so as soon as possible. Thank-you! 
 
Parents and guardians of 6th graders, just a reminder that your child is required to have a physical 
examination for entrance into 7th grade. If your child has had a physical since September 1, 2016, it 
is considered a valid 7th grade examination. Please remember to complete the parent portion on the 
front of the form. Completed health forms can be sent to EES before the end of the school year. 
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call or e-mail me. 
Suzanne Deens, RN and  Rosemary Vitali 
 
May Newsletter - grade 3 
 
Math: 
Students have been working on measurement concepts and skills. They are working to tell time 
to the nearest minute as well as elapsed time. Third graders have been introduced to fractions, 
using models to build, compare, and investigate the relationships among unit and common 
fractions. Through a short project, students had the chance to measure length to a fraction of 
an inch and display their data on a line plot. Our next focus will be on geometry concepts, such 
as learning to describe, classify, and make generalizations about two-dimensional shapes more 
precisely as well as measuring area and perimeter of polygons. 
 
Language Arts: 
Third graders are changing the world, one piece at a time. As you well know, third graders are 
full of opinions. They may argue for a later bedtime, fun vacations to Disney, dessert after 
dinner, or even for money to buy a phone! These persuasive kids finally get their chance to have 
their opinions heard in our final writing unit: Opinion. Be prepared to be convinced! 
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Science: 
Did you know that if every household in America had a faucet that dripped once each second, 
928 million gallons of water a day would leak away? Turning off the water while you brush your 
teeth can save 4 gallons of water a minute. That’s 200 gallons a week for a family of four. Now 
more than ever, it is imperative to teach our young learners how important it is to work toward 
conservation. In our next science unit, students will be able to describe how earth materials can 
be conserved by reducing the quantities used and by reusing and recycling materials rather than 
discarding them. 
 
To help students understand how recycling works, our scientist in residence, Elaine Blanck 
provided them with a lesson on aluminum recycling.   
 
In April, third graders participated in the annual Arbor Day tree fundraiser. Students 
decorated reusable bags and sold them to families in the area.  The proceeds were then 
donated to the Essex Land Trust. They, in turn, purchased a tree for our school!  This new tree 
will be planted on the school’s grounds on Friday, May 5th. 
 
We are looking forward to our field trip at the end of the month where students will discover 
the three types rock, including igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary - all found here in 
Connecticut!  
 
The Hundred Dresses Play: 
On Friday, April 7th, third graders went to the Ivoryton Playhouse to see a performance of The 
Hundred Dresses. This experience allowed students to compare the book and play, and helped 
foster a deeper understanding of bullying.  
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Engineering Imagination 
Summer Camp  

Grades K-6 
June 20-23 9:00am-12:00pm  

at EES ~ Media Center 
  

Explore and experience the spectacular world of engineering through the hands-on, 

minds-on summer camps offered by Engineering Imagination! In these exciting, 

educational programs, participants use a variety of mediums such as recycled 

materials, salvaged motors and gears, balsa wood, in addition to LEGO®, ESTES® 

model rockets, and KEVA® building blocks to explore unique, customized 

S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Architecture, Mathematics) 

curriculum. Using different mediums, participants will learn about and build 

projects such as hydroelectric waterwheels, model rockets and scale bridges. From 

building model roller coasters to LEGO® challenges, your child is sure to have a 

blast while learning along the way! Camp will be held at Essex Elementary School. 

Program Fee is 135.00. Campers must be age 5 to participate. To register visit 

Essex Park and Recreation, 29 West Ave. Essex, CT  860-767-4340 x148 

www.essexct.gov 
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Class Placements for 2017-18 School Year 

 
Our class placement process for the 2017-18 school year is underway!  As you are well aware, 
parents were given the option to provide input into the process using our Student Input Form offered 
during Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences this past March.  The forms were due back last month 
and are taken into consideration when making placements. 
 
We are so very fortunate at EES to have fantastic and dedicated teachers who meet the needs of all 
students each day. Having such professionals helps to make the placement process a bit easier, but 
it is a process that is not taken lightly.  Much time, effort, conversation, and thought go into the class 
lists as these students will spend over 1000 hours together next year!  The groups need to be well 
balanced in various ways with attention to gender, personalities, abilities, learning styles, behaviors, 
socialization, etc.  
 
You know your child very well and we know your child as a student here at school.  Our teachers 
meet the needs of our students and it is good for children to have the opportunity to meet and make 
new friends.  I am confident that the countless hours our teachers spend on this process are a 
valuable investment of time and that our placement process works well.  No matter where you child is 
placed next year, your child will take your lead as to your enthusiasm for his/her educational 
experience for the upcoming 2017-18 school year.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of our school community and this class placement process. 
 
Warmly, 
 
Jennifer Tousignant 
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